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Rainforests of South America 

National Curriculum Objectives: Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and 
Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They 
should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.  

Locational knowledge  
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities 

 
Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of South America. 
 
Human and physical geography 
describe and understand key aspects of: 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water. 

 
Subsidiary 
Learning 
Challenge 
Question 

Skills being 
specifically taught 

Context for Learning 
 Learning Intention & Success Criteria? 

How will you differentiate? 

Resources Assessment 
Focus 

Cross curricular 
links 

(English, Maths, 
Computing etc…) 

WOW: 

 
Remind children of the South America topic, watch film below and explain that over the next few weeks we are going to consider the causes 

and impact of deforestation.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zfp34wx 

 
 

LC1: What Locate countries LI: To find out about trade and industry in South • Power point slides  Do children English- linked to 
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products do 
you think 
South America 
produce a lot of 
that they can 
export to other 
countries?  

within South 

America, 

concentrating on 

the goods they 

export. 

 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and 

describe features 

studied. 

 

America.  
 
SC: 
I can explain what is meant by the word trade.  
I understand that goods are traded around the 
world and that people make money from doing this.  
I can identify some of the goods exported from 
South American countries.  
 
 
Teaching Notes: 
Do you know what trade is? What does the word 
trade mean in terms of geography? Invite children 
to share their ideas, then go through the information 
on the slides.  
 
What products do you think South America 
produce a lot of that they export to other countries? 
Why? 
Children to share ideas. 
 
Go through the information on the slides about 
South America’s biggest exports. 
 
 
SEN Challenge/ Challenge 1: Working in pairs 
children stick fact cards onto map to show which 
goods come from which country in South America.  
 
Challenge 2: Annotate map showing which goods 
are produced by each country in South America. 
 
 
Challenge 3: Create a colour coded map to show 
which goods are produced by each country in South 
America. 

• Fact sheets 

• Maps (5b and 5c) 

know what 
world trade is? 
 
Can children 
name some of the 
biggest exports of 
South America? 
 
Can children 
identify some of 
the main 
industries in 
various South 
American 
countries? 

persuasive writing 
unit of work.  
 
HOMEWORK- 
children to visit 
supermarket and 
find products from 
South America. 
Children to make a 
list/collect labels or 
draw them in 
homework books.  
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Plenary: 
Show children the pictures of different products on 
the slides. Which of these do you think could have 
come from South America? Which do you think did 
not? Encourage children to discuss their ideas, 
thinking about what they know of the main exports 
of South America. Challenge children to think about 
any 
other places these products might have come from 
to develop their understanding of global world 
trade. 

LC2 and LC3: 
Why is the 
rainforest 
under threat?  
(2 lessons) 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of: human 
geography, 
including: land use, 
economic activity 
and the distribution 
of natural 
resources.  
 
 
Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied.  

LI: To explore why the rainforest is under threat 
and the measures taken to protect it. 
 
SC: 
I know rainforests are under threat. 
I can explain why rainforests are being destroyed. 
I can describe how rainforests are being protected.  
 
Teaching Notes: 
Explain that more than half of the world’s plant and 
animal species live in rainforests but that rainforests 
are under threat. Rainforests used to cover around 
14% of the Earth’s surface but now they only cover 
around 6%. Over half the world’s rainforests have 
been lost. Can you think of any reasons for this? 
Children to think, pair, share their ideas. 
 
Go through the information on the slides giving 
some of the ways in which the rainforest is under 
threat. 
What effect do you think the deforestation of the 
rainforests have on the world? Children to think, 
pair, share their ideas. 
 

• Power point 
slides  

• Books 

• Internet 
research 

• Fact sheets 

• sugar paper 
for SEN 
challenge 

 

Do children 
know that 
rainforests 
around the world 
are under threat? 
 
Can children 
describe reasons 
why rainforests 
are destroyed? 
 
Can children 
describe ways in 
which rainforests 
can be protected? 

English- linked to 
persuasive writing 
unit of work. 
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Explain that deforestation threatens animals, has 
implications for the environment, and puts the lives 
of people who live in the rainforest at risk. So what 
can we do to protect the rainforest? Invite children 
to share their ideas and then go through the 
suggestions on the slides. 
 
SEN Challenge/Challenge 1: Give children some 
time to research the ways in which the rainforest is 
under threat and what we can do to protect it using 
books, the internet, etc. Children to then create a 
poster to show why protecting the rainforest is 
important. 
  
Challenge 2/3: Give children some time to research 
the ways in which the rainforest is under threat and 
what we can do to protect it using books, the 
internet, etc. When they have done their research, 
ask them to present their findings to the rest of the 
class.  
 
They could write a newspaper report to describe the 
situation, create a presentation to highlight the 
situation or an interview role play where one child 
to act as a rainforest expert and the other to be the 
interviewer. As a pair, children to prepare the 
questions then rehearse asking and answering the 
questions. 
 

LC4: What are 
the arguments 
for and against 
cutting down 
trees in the 
forest? 
 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of: 
Human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic 

LI: To consider the issue of logging from different 
perspectives.  
 
SC: 
I can explain why people might cut down the trees 
in the rainforest. 
I understand that without cutting down trees 

• Video clips 

• Table in books 
 

Can you explain 
why people may 
need to cut down 
trees in the 
rainforest?  
 
Can you give 

English: Persuasive 
writing 
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activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 

 
 
Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied. 
 

people wouldn’t have homes and wouldn’t be able 
to make money.  
I can consider alternatives to ‘heavy’ industry and 
say something that has been done to address the 
problem.  
 
Teaching Notes: 
Play video about Madagascar 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zptgwxs 
What do you think about this video? Do you think 
the local people are doing anything wrong?  
Children to share ideas about this video, what do 
they think about it? Are they starting to see that 
simply saying ‘stop cutting down trees’ isn’t really 
that clear cut?  
 
What do they think about this person? Show 
children video and get them to discuss their 
thoughts/ideas with their partner.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-GITSthL_Q 
 
 
SEN Challenge: as others with support to scribe 
ideas. Perhaps only able to express one view rather 
than balanced argument.  
Challenge 1/2/3:  Children to record their ideas for a 
debate ‘is logging always wrong?’ Children can 
record arguments for and against in a table in their 
book.  
 
Hold debate where children can share ideas.  
 
Show children this video as an alternative to heavy 
industry:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqrbwmn 
Do they think this is a good solution?  

your opinion on 
this issue?  
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zptgwxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-GITSthL_Q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqrbwmn
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LC5: What is it 
like to be a 
child in the 
rainforest?  
 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of: 
Human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic 
activity and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 

LI:  To describe life for children in the rainforest.  
 
I can imagine what it is like to live in the rainforest. 
I can compare children’s lives from the rainforest 
and  
 
Teaching Notes: 
 
Display this website: https://www.rainforest-
alliance.org/kids/rainforest-stories 
 
Explain to the children that today we are going to be 
finding out about some of the children who live in 
or near the rainforest and what life is like for them. 
Go through ‘My Dad the Ranger’ story with the 
children and find out about his life.  
 
 
SEN Challenge/ Challenge 1: Children work 
together to complete a biography sheet for one child 
from the rainforest.  
 
Challenge 2: Children work together to complete a 
biography sheet for two children from the 
rainforest; comparing their lives- How are they 
similar? How are they different? 
 
Challenge 3: Children work together to complete a 
biography sheet for two children from the 
rainforest; comparing their lives to your own- How 
are they similar? How are they different? Which 
child would you like to stay with for a year and 
why?  
 

• Website 

• Web pages 

• Biography 
sheets (a3) 

What is it like to 
live in the 
rainforest?  
 
How would this 
be different from 
living in the UK? 
 
What 
opportunities do 
children have in 
the rainforest?  

English: Persuasive 
writing 

 

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids/rainforest-stories
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids/rainforest-stories
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/aqa_pre_2011/evolution/humansrev4.shtml 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/aqa_pre_2011/evolution/humansrev4.shtml

