
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading in Year 1 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

In Year 1 children’s reading is assessed for fluency and comprehension and they will 

be given a book from a particular book band to practise reading at home. In addition 

to reading at home they will also be heard read once a week by an adult in school. 

Some children may read more often in school if they need some extra support. Please 

listen to your child read at least 4 times a week at home. Your child should share 

their book with you for 5-10 minutes. Encourage them to break unfamiliar words into 

sounds and blend them back together for reading.  

 

Every time you hear your child read please record it in their red reading record. 

Teachers will collect in reading records once a week and check how often children 

have read at home. Children who have read at least 4 times a week will receive gems 

as a reward and their names will be entered into a competition to win a prize at the 

end of each term. The more regularly they read four times a week the more chances 

they have to win! 

 

In addition to this, children will also participate in Guided Reading sessions. These 

sessions will include a range of activities to help develop children’s comprehension 

skills. When your child is reading with you at home you can also help to develop their 

comprehension skills in the following ways: 

 

Making connections 

Readers comprehend better when they actively think about and apply their 

knowledge of the books topic, their own experiences and the world around them. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Text-to-text connections 

This skill involves making links between the texts they have read. They might 

compare the characters or plots in the story. Encourage them to do this with texts 

they are reading by asking: 

 

Have you seen a character like this before? 

What other stories are like this one? 

How are these stories similar and how are they different? 

Using what you know, what do you think this character will be like/do/feel? 

 

Text-to-self connections 

This involves linking the book your own experiences. Children can use what they 

know about other books, and the world around them, to make assumptions and 

predictions about the text. 

 

What do you think the big bad wolf will be like in this story? 

(Winter story) What do you think Biff will put on before he goes outside? How did 

you know that? 

 

Inferring and Deducing 

This is a skill that we, as adults, use without thought. It involves reading a person or 

situation and making assumptions based on our conclusions. Inferring is not only 

about reading expression, tones and body language; it is about reading between the 

lines of text and looking for clues. Inferences are open ended and often uncheckable, 

meaning a child will never really know if their inference is correct. 

 

Jack sat, looking out his window. He was desperate to go outside. He had been 

waiting for this day for a long, wet winter. The ground had turned crunchy and 

white. Dripping water had hardened, shaped like points. Soft flakes of fun were 

falling from the sky. Jack quickly put on his wellies, gloves and had and ran outside 

to join his brother. They were fighting and laughing so hard they could barely 

stand up. 

 

What season is it? 

What is the weather like? 

Why is Jack excited? 

What are his brothers doing? 

How do you know that? 



 
 

Visualising 

This is an important part of comprehension and it allows children to infer and 

deduce based on clues that they have been given. We encourage the children to create 

pictures of characters and settings that have been described in order to make the 

words meaningful. For example: 

 

The crooked house was dark and damp. It had been empty for many, many years 

because no-one had dared go in. The dusty cobwebs hung limply, lifeless from the 

roof. Tom carefully pushed the door open. 

 

How was Tom feeling? 

Are there spiders living in the house? 

 

If children have created a mental picture of this house, they will make other 

assumptions using inference. They will have a picture of a scary, abandoned house 

and deduce that Tom would probably feel scared upon his entry. 

 

Answering Comprehension Questions 

As part of the End of Key Stage Assessments (Year 2), your child will complete two 

reading papers.  

Each paper will require your child to read a text and answer the questions. Paper 1 

involves answering questions based on a short text of around 400 words. Paper 2 

requires your child to read a booklet of approximately 800-1000 words, and then 

answer questions in the answer booklet. As well as understanding a text, it is useful 

to practise reading and answering written questions. These are the skills we teach 

and use at school to complete such tasks: 

 

Read the text back and find the answer 

Scan the text for key words 

Look for subtitles 

Create a mental picture 

 

If you have any questions about your child’s reading please do not hesitate to speak 

to their teacher. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mrs. L. Fright 

Assistant Headteacher 


