
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 22nd September, 2017 
Spelling in Year 1 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As you will be aware we have started to include spelling lists in our Year 1 “Ideas for 
Home” letter each week. We have also sent you a letter with ideas of how to make 
learning spellings fun, which we hope you have found useful. It is important to 
remember that we do not test children on spellings in Year 1 as children at this age 
often learn spellings for a test but then forget them when they get their new spellings 
the next week. Instead we are encouraging the children to apply their spellings to 
their independent writing both in school and at home. Asking your child to use their 
spelling words in sentences is a great way of supporting your child at home, not just 
to spell new words but also to develop sentence structure and punctuation.  
 
Please find below some further information about how we teach spelling and how 
you can support at home.  
 
Segmenting for spelling 
In Phonics sessions your child will be learning and consolidating letter sounds to 
support with reading and spelling. Each time a new sound is introduced or revisited 
the children practise reading and spelling words that include that sound.  
 
Common exception words  
These are words that do not follow the spelling patterns that are taught through 
phonics. For example the ‘a’ in want makes an ‘o’ sound. These words cannot be 
learnt through sounding out and the children must learn to read them by sight and 
spell them from memory. 
 
A list of common exception words taught in Year 1 is included at the bottom of this 
letter. Each week we will include a few in our “Ideas for Home” letter and they will be 
differentiated as follows: 
 
Must-all children must be able to spell these words. 
Should-most children should have a try at spelling these words.  
Could-some children could challenge themselves to spell these words.   
 
Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at home. 
 
 
 



 
 

Pre-fixes and suffixes 
Also in Year 1 the children are taught to spell using the following pre-fixes and 
suffixes: 
 
-un 
-ing 
-ed 
-er 
-est 
-s 
-es 
 
In Year 1 we focus on the words where the prefix or suffix can be added without 
needing to change the main part of the word. These words include, but are not 
limited to: 
Unhappy, undo, unload, unfair, unlock, cats, dogs, spends, rocks, thanks, catches, 
hunting, hunted, hunter, buzzing, buzzed, buzzer, jumping, jumped, jumper, 
grander, grandest, fresher, freshest, quicker, quickest 
 
Multi-syllable and compound words 
Each syllable is like a ‘beat’ in the spoken word, for example; pocket, rabbit, carrot, 
thunder, sunset. 
 
Compound words are two words joined together. Each part of the longer word is 
spelt as it would be if it were on its own. For example: football, playground, 
farmyard, bedroom, blackberry. 
 
Number words and days of the week 
These are often the spellings the children find most difficult to master in Year 1 as the 
spelling patterns are very challenging. Children must learn to spell the following 
words to reach the expected level by the end of Year 1.  
 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday. 
One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, 
fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty. 
 
We hope that you find this information useful but if you have any further questions 
about how to support with spelling please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher. 
Please remember that the spellings included in this letter are taught throughout the 
year and we do not expect children to be able to spell all of them already! However, if 
your child is a confident speller you may like to start challenging them with some of 
the trickier words included. Don’t forget to use spellings in context and support your 
children to use them as part of a sentence rather than as stand-alone words.  
 
Thank you for your continued support,  
 
Year 1 Teachers 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Year 1 common exception words 

Work down through the columns. 

 


