
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 18th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Reading at PDP 
 

It is with thanks to the PDSA for their amazing fundraising and the enormous amount 
of work that teachers and staff have put in, that we now have a new and very 
motivating Reading Scheme which will sit alongside our phonics programme, 
Letters and Sounds.  
 
We have taken the opportunity to analyse both reading and comprehension ages for 
children in the school and found that although children can often read well, they can 
struggle with comprehending the story lines and information being presented. To 
address this and to encourage children to read a wide range of genres the decision 
was made to extend the colour reading scheme through from Foundation Stage 
to Year 6. The teachers are very excited as they know this will enable the children to 
enjoy a wider selection of books and also experience authors and genres they may 
never naturally come across when selecting their own books from the library. 
 
The new scheme is from a mixture of books we already had including ‘Big Cat’ and 
‘Oxford Reading Tree’. We have attached a sheet showing how the colours 
progress through the Partnership and what coloured books will be matched to 
which year groups. We have taken into account that, quite naturally, children learn to 
read and also obtain fluency in reading at different ages. Therefore, you will notice 
that the year groups and colours will overlap at some points. We hope this will make 
it simpler for you to see where your child should be and their progress. The aim is to 
read broadly and not to race through the reading colours as the colours are matched 
to the age of the child. 
 
We are excited by the fact that the new books have age appropriate subjects while 
being set at the correct reading level thus enabling children to be both challenged 
and continue to develop their love of reading. Your child will also be encouraged to 
read widely from the library thus enhancing their enjoyment of reading. 
 
There are a few children who will be accessing a more specific reading scheme 
which is monitored by Ms Street, our Inclusion Manager. If your child is on this 
scheme, it has a gold or silver star on the spine and doesn’t follow the same reading 
colours but you can still record in the reading journal in the usual way. 
 
 



 
 

Reading Journals 
PDP have always had reading journals and with the change in books there has also 
been a change in journal. There is one journal for the infants, one for pupils in year 3 
and 4 and one for those in years 5 and 6. The journals are also a fantastic learning 
tool as they have the phonic sounds in them, spelling lists and explanation of 
grammar terms. We expect ALL children to read at home at least 4 times a 
week. We are also working hard to create more opportunities for children to read in 
school. This may be individually, in groups or as a class. Reading journals need to 
be in school daily. Teachers will regularly check reading journals to ensure children 
are reading regularly and a wide range of genres. If children read four times a week 
or more they will be rewarded with a sapphire learning gem. 
 
Please do look through the new reading record. It has four basic sections: 
 
1) First and last pages are there to write the title of the book your child is reading and 
the colour band they are reading. This will enable everyone to easily see progress. 
 
2) The next pages are similar to what we used to have where you write the date 
book title and a comment. At the bottom of the page there is also a section to write 
unfamiliar words which you may like your child to practice reading. 
 
3) In the middle of the booklet you will find tips on talking to your child about the 
book, questions to ask and tips on phonics. 
 
4) The middle of the booklet has a two page spread showing all the phonics sounds 
your child will need to decode unfamiliar words. 
 
 
Phonics 
Phonics is a key part of how we teach children to read at PDP and all pupils. We still 
use the Letters and Sounds programme and if you would like to find out more about 
phonics head to our website and in the Our Curriculum section there is an area on 
reading. An app called ‘Teach Your Monster to Read’ is currently free to download 
from Wednesday 16th September until Tuesday 22nd September. The app is a not-
for-profit app and is approved by the government's DfE Hungry Little Minds 
campaign and has been played by over 22 million children across the world. Once 
downloaded, there's nothing else to pay and if you want to play across a few 
devices, make sure you sign up for a free account at teachyourmonstertoread.com 
first. 
 
How does the reading scheme work across the Partnership? 
 
Foundation Stage Pupils 
Children in Foundation Stage usually begin by taking home a lilac book- these are 
picture books designed to be shared together with your child. The focus is on talking 
around the story, using descriptive language and making predictions about what 
could happen next. It's helpful to make links to experiences you may have had or to 
traditional stories the books may remind you of. 
 



 
 

As your child progresses through our phonics programme, Letters and Sounds, we 
will introduce a second book when they are working on Phase 2. These books will 
contain the sounds your child has been learning. These books are designed to give 
your child an important opportunity to apply the skills they have been learning each 
day and will improve the rate at which they can secure their phonic knowledge. 
 
The other coloured banded books- known as independent readers- will continue to 
come home. They could contain sounds and tricky words your child is still securing 
and so may need more support from an adult. This is in addition to the phonics 
books and helps children develop the breadth of their reading and comprehension 
skills. If time is short then please prioritise the phonics books first. 
 
Year 1 
Children will continue to bring home two books. One is linked to the stage they are at 
in phonics and is designed to help them secure the sounds quickly and with 
confidence. This book is the priority text and the title will be written inside the reading 
journal. Please support your child by listening to them read, helping them to 
remember the sounds they are learning in school. Additional books will be linked to 
the coloured/banded reading scheme and help develop reading confidence and 
comprehension. 
 
Which book is which in Foundation Stage and Year 1? 
There often isn't a clear way to tell which book is phonics and which is additional 
reading. Please note that the phonics book which is the priority book, will be written 
into the reading journal. The reading scheme book will not be written in and you can 
add that to the journal if you have had the opportunity to read it over the course of 
the week. Any reading is welcome so please don't worry- you can ask your class 
teacher if you have any questions. 
 
Year 2 
Children will continue to have colour banded books to help develop their reading 
confidence and comprehension. They will choose from a selection of books at their 
level to help them explore their likes and dislikes and develop a of love of reading. 
Please continue to listen to your child read and make comments in their reading 
journal. 
 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
For these year groups we have introduced some fantastic brand new books and  a 
brand new colour system building on the one used previously. Most children will start 
Year 3 on Copper and work through to Diamond in Year 6. Even our most confident 
readers will work through these books so they are exposed to a range of different 
genres.  
 
We hope that by providing these new exciting reading books your child’s love of and 
confidence with reading will continue to grow. Although the children aren’t currently 
accessing the library we are making use of library books in our class reading areas. 
 
If you have any questions then please speak with your child's teacher.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

 


