
Art Activity 

Still Life – Georgia O’Keefe 

 
 

Please, stay safe and ask a grown up to supervise you 

Resources/ things you need 

 

• A piece of white paper, pencil and a ruler 

• A digital camera (any device camera will 

work) 

• Access to a flower (to photograph) 

• Your choice of colouring materials 

(watercolours, pencils, crayons, pastels – 

whatever you like!) 

 

What to do 

 

1) Take a photo of the flower, being careful to 

focus on the centre of it. Once you have a 

good picture crop or zoom into the centre, 

cutting out anything outside of the flower 

where possible. You will be using the cropped 

image to draw from. (Ask a grown up to help 

do this if you need). 

2) Draw a square frame (using your ruler) on 

your paper. It doesn’t have to be big as you 

are focusing on detail rather than filling your 

page. Something around 8x8cm – 10x10cm 

would work well. (Ask a grown up to help you 

with this if you need it).  

3) Looking closely at your photo what shapes do 

you see? Choose a starting point and follow 

the lines and shapes to recreate the photo on 

the paper in front of you. 

4) Once you are happy with your line drawing you 

can add colour. Think carefully about where 

the shadows lie on your flower, and how the 

light and shade make your artwork look real. 

Don’t be afraid to take your time, 

 

Background and the link to learning 

 
Georgie O’Keefe was an American artist, known as 

the ‘mother of American modernism’.  

 

Whilst working, once she finished studying, in her 

own time she continued to study and develop her 

personal style of art. Even though her work shows 

elements of different modernist styles, her work is 

uniquely her own style. 

 

Use Georgia O’Keefe’s work to inspire you to look at 

a landscape differently – strip it back to its basics, 

appreciate the colours blending. 

 

This is a good activity to practise drawing what you 

see, not what you think you see (which we are all 

guilty of as amateur artists) 

 

Picture – The White Flower  
 

 

 

 



 

Link to other similar activities  

1.) Try a different technique! 

Take a photo of your still life focus (a flower, fruit, an object… anything you like). Before you start drawing it 

flip it upside down! Now, draw what you see. When you finish, turn your drawing and the photo round the 

‘right’ way. How does it look? It is thought that by copying an image that is upside down your brain takes a 

better look at what is in front of you and your drawing will be more accurate – is this true? You decide! 

 

2.) ‘Red Poppy’ 

Have a go at recreating O’Keefe’s famous ‘Red Poppy’ 

artwork. The challenge here is creating the 

perspective of the petals as well as creating the 

shading and light using the red tones of the poppy.  


