
 

Key Stage 1 Curriculum 
Our policy is to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, in line with the National 
Curriculum 2014, that will encourage all children to develop to their full potential.  
English (Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening), Mathematics and Science occupy a 
major share of the overall time available. Other subjects include RE, PE, History, 
Geography, Design and Technology, Computing, Music, Art and PSHE (Personal, Social, 
Citizenship, Education).  
 
Our topic programme links with the Junior School cycle and ensures that children cover 
all the required National Curriculum content during their time in Years 1 and 2, known 
as Key Stage 1. In planning units of work and individual lessons across the different 
subjects, we endeavour to include cross-curricular links. This increases the relevance of 
what the children are learning and improves their engagement, helping them to make 
good progress. These cross curricular opportunities provide a chance for the children to 
further develop their intellectual, imaginative, aesthetic and critical minds. 
 
 
Details of the Year 1 and 2 curriculum for English, Maths and the foundation subjects are 
available in the year group areas of the website. You will also find information on our 
Outdoor Learning opportunities and Educational Visits, linked to our learning in school. 
If after reading these you have a query please speak with the class teacher in the first 
instance.  
 

Helping your child at home 
The best ways to help children to succeed, is to take an active interest in what they do at 
school. We encourage all parents to be involved in their child’s reading development. A 
variety of reading materials may be taken home. Cloth or plastic wallets may be bought 
to carry these to and fro. Children will have a reading journal to keep a record of reading 
practice. The journals will contain helpful hints on how to support your child with their 
reading.  
 
Year 1 and Year 2 children will often be given simple ‘homework’ tasks, such as spellings 
and mental arithmetic to practise, or topic related questions to research. These will 
require help from parents to ensure they are completed or learnt.  
 

Assessment 
During all their time in school the children’s progress and attainment are regularly 
assessed by their teachers. Each child’s assessment record is passed on from year to year 
to ensure continuous progression. Most of the assessment is carried out through keeping 
detailed records of the child’s achievements during day-to-day lessons. 
 
However, there are some statutory, more formal assessments that the children are 
required to complete. During the month of June, Year 1 undertake a phonics reading test 
and will be reported as having met or not met the required standard. At the end of Year 2 
each child is assessed in English, Mathematics and Science against National Curriculum 
criteria. Part of this process is the Key stage 1 SATs tests. SATs take place during the 
month of May. We ask that parents do not take their children out of school 
during this time. The outcomes of these assessments are used alongside the Teacher 
Assessments and are reported to parents. These will be shared with you in the end of 
year report.  
 



Subject Areas 
English  
We understand that every aspect of the children’s work is influenced by the extent to 
which they use language with imagination and accuracy. Competence in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening is encouraged throughout the curriculum in order to enable the 
children to communicate appropriately and effectively. Children take part in daily 
Literacy lessons which follow the objectives contained within the National Curriculum.  
This ensures steady progression throughout the Key Stage.  
 
Children’s ability to speak and listen is fundamental to their language development, 
learning in school and their social development. We encourage children to speak 
according to context with consideration for their audience, to use language imaginatively 
and to express their ideas and feelings in drama activities. We also teach them to work 
effectively and collaboratively in groups and to join in discussions by making relevant 
contributions.  
 
Read Write Inc is an intensive reading programme used throughout Foundation Stage 
and Year 1. We wish to encourage a love of books and reading fiction and non-fiction 
both for pleasure and information. All children in Key Stage 1 use our library, where 
there is a wide-range of exciting books that they can borrow each week. 
 
Our aim is for children to become confident writers, able to express themselves in a 
variety of styles according to the purpose and audience. Good clear handwriting is 
important, so the children have daily handwriting sessions. They are also introduced to 
word-processing skills early in Year 1. There is now an emphasis on accurate spelling and 
use of grammar and punctuation within the National Curriculum, so these skills have a 
high priority too. 
 

Mathematics  
Our main aim is to provide practical, hands on experiences that equip children with a 
firm grounding in mathematical language and understanding. As well as number work, 
we develop children’s understanding of patterns, measures, shape and space and enable 
them to apply this in real-life situations. Developing fluency in number facts is vital, so 
children take part in daily sessions to practice counting, number bonds, doubles, halves 
and times tables. See the link to ‘Tables Mountain’ for further explanation of these skills. 
The development of reasoning and problem solving skills is at the heart of all our 
Mathematics units of work. 
 

Science  
In their Science lessons, pupils will have the opportunity to experience and observe 
phenomena, looking more closely at the natural and humanly-constructed world around 
them. They are encouraged to be curious and ask questions about what they notice. They 
will be helped to develop their understanding of scientific ideas by using different types 
of scientific enquiry to answer their own questions, including observing changes over a 
period of time, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying things, carrying out simple 
tests and finding things out using sources of information. They will begin to use simple 
scientific language to talk about what they have found out and communicate their ideas 
in a variety of ways. The Science areas covered during Key Stage 1 are: Plants, Animals, 
including humans, Everyday materials and Seasonal changes. 
 

 



 
Design and Technology  
“Tell me and I forget. Show me and I may remember. Let me do it and I learn.”  
D&T is used to enhance children’s creative, thinking and problem solving skills. Children 
devise and implement practical solutions to a range of problems, using their knowledge 
of tools, materials and techniques. They are encouraged to discuss and evaluate their 
activities.  
 

Computing 
Computing is used as a medium for teaching across the curriculum. Children have access 
to software programmes and the internet. Use of the internet is carefully supervised and 
children are taught about E-Safety to enable safe and appropriate usage. Skills are taught 
in groups or classes using a range of ICT equipment, including PCs, tablets, laptops, 
microphones, cameras and beebots.  
 

History  
In History lessons, pupils develop an awareness of the past and use common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time. They learn where the people and events they 
focus on fit within a chronological framework and identify the similarities and 
differences between life in different periods. Pupils will use a range of vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms; asking and answering questions and understanding some of 
the ways in which we find out about the past.  
 

Geography  
In Geography lessons,  pupils develop knowledge about our own locality, the United 
Kingdom and the wider world. They use basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to 
human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand 
observation, to enhance their locational awareness. They are introduced to using maps 
and atlases. 
 

Art and Design  
Our aim is for the children to become visually literate and communicate this using their 
ideas and feelings. In Art sessions, they use their creativity and imagination, develop 
aesthetic awareness and are introduced to the work of a variety of artists. Their art skills 
and techniques will be developed through observation and imagination using a variety of 
media to create both 2-d and 3-d finished pieces. 

 
Music  
Children listen carefully and respond to wide range of music. They play tuned and un-
tuned musical instruments and sing a variety of songs, adding accompaniments and 
creating short compositions.  
 

PE  
Through PE we aim to make sure that all children develop physical fitness and skills, the 
social values of sportsmanship and an awareness of health and safety. These are taught 
through gymnastics, dance and games. The Real PE scheme that the school follows for 
one of the PE sessions each week helps the children develop a wide range of generic 
physical skills,  that will later be essential when they learn a variety of different sports  in 
the future. These skills are taught in a fun and exciting way for the children, linked to 
stories and songs and in a way that allows all children to be successful. 



Religious Education  
Our aim is to learn about and from religion to enable children to develop individually 
within a global community. We predominantly study Christianity and Judaism but 
incorporate other principal religions around the world including a secular viewpoint. 
This is in accordance with the Education Act Section 8 (3) and the West Berkshire 
Agreed Syllabus.  
 

Personal, Social and Health Education  
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship enables children to become 
healthy, independent and responsible members of society. We encourage our pupils to 
play a positive role in contributing to the life of the school and the wider community. In 
so doing we help develop their sense of self-worth and they learn to appreciate what it 
means to be a positive member of a diverse multicultural society.  
Work in this area occurs both incidentally during daily routines and also in the course of 

specific topics. Children are helped to understand their own feelings and attitudes both 

as individuals and members of society. This includes learning how to form good 

relationships with others. Aspects of health, hygiene, awareness and care of their own 

bodies, the birth and growth of babies and young animals are also covered. 

 

 


