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Year 4  Autumn 1 (6½ weeks) Autumn 2 (7½ weeks) Spring 1 (6 weeks) Spring 2 (5½ weeks) Summer 1 (6 weeks) Summer 2 (7 weeks) 

TOPIC 
LINK Civil War Electricity Settlement/Rivers Water cycle Romans 

Animals digestion 
and teeth 

Poetry  (2 weeks)  
Picture book 
transition unit – 
The Dark  by Lemony 
Snicket 

(2 weeks)  
Sound poems 
Possibly based on the 
The Sound Collector 
by  Roger Mcgough  = 
Electricity Collector 

(1 week) 
Perform a Narrative 
Poem – The 
Jabberwocky  by Lewis 
Carroll 
 

(2 weeks) 
Haiku to describe a 
range of water 
settings. 
 
Use Pie Corbett ‘Read 
Me’ poetry books for 
examples of 
Kennings. 

(1 week)  
The Ruin – write a 
free verse descriptive 
poem describing 
Roman ruins. 
 

(2 weeks)  
Write free verse 
poems describing 
animals - use of 
similes and 
metaphors/ figurative 
language. 

Quality 
text 

Gunpowder Plot - 
Anne Turnbull  

Raven Boy: A Tale of 
the Great Fire of 
London - Class reader 

Literacy Shed such as 
Inventors Shed/ 
Robot Shed (i.e. 
Wallace and Gromit 
style machines). 
Until I met Dudley  by  
Roger Mcgough 

Krindle Krax 
by Phillip Ridley 

A Drop in the Ocean 
by Jacqui Bailey 
Children to identify 
good quality texts 
from internet 
(developing research 
skills). 

The Captive Celt – 
Terry Deary 
 
 

Variety of non-fiction 
library books. 

Cold 
Write 
(Assessed 
independent 
piece) 

Description with a 
visual stimulus 
(picture/ literacy shed 
- PUDDING LANE 
PRODUCTIONS - FLIGHT 
OVER 17TH CENTURY 
LONDON 

Picture of machine – 
explanation of how it 
works (fictional). 

Conversation between 
characters. 

Where does rain 
come from?   
Pie Corbett style. 

Literacy Shed – 
Thinking Shed 
(Finding Nemo -  first 
day at school).  Write 
a diary entry as if you 
are Nemo or Marlin 
(his Dad). 

Write a non- 
chronological report 
about a fictional 
animal e.g. Hippogriff 

Text type 
Audience 
Purpose 
Style 

T – Historical    
       narrative 
A – peers – stories     
        collated and put  
        in book corner. 
P – To entertain 
S – classic fiction,  
       descriptive  

T – Explanation Text 
A – Year 3 
P – To Inform 
S – Formal, Scientific  
        language. 
 

T – Narrative 
A – Peers – cross  
        between the three  
        Y4 classes to  
        perform. 
P – to entertain 
S – Fiction,  
        imaginative,  

T – Explanation Text 
A – DB Primary  
       Users 
P – to inform/ to  
       provide  
       information  to  
      children of PDJ. 
S – formal,  

T – Diary entry 
A – Guided reading  
       across year 4 – 
Allocate a week where 
classes can read diary 
entries during Guided 
Reading sessions to 
give their work a real 

T – Non  
       Chronological  
       report  
A – Peers across year  
       groups – reports  
       put in book  
       corners/ main  
       library and  
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        descriptive, 
 

       informative,  
       using sub  
       headings etc. 

importance. 
P – to inform about  
        life as a Roman or  
        Celt/to entertain/  
       to portray life as a  
       character in time. 
S – Informal,  
       informative with  
       accurate historical  
       knowledge. 

       recommended to  
       Mrs Cole – she  
       will decide which  
       non chronological  
       reports to put out   
       for other children  
       to read. 
P – to inform 
S – Informative, non- 
       fiction, formal  
       language. 

Specific 
Grammar 
focus (Alan 
Peat sentences 
to link) 

Fronted adverbials 
Commas to mark 
them. 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun. 
Noun phrases. 
2A/4A sentences 
2ed/ 3ed sentences 
Emotion word, 
(comma) 
 

Fronted adverbials of 
time - Pie Corbett 
Organise writing into 
paragraphs - opening 
and closing 
BOYS sentences 
Simile sentences 
PC sentences 
Causal Conjunctions 

Fronted adverbials 
Commas to mark them. 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun. 
Noun phrases. 
Inverted 
Commas/Direct 
Speech 
Short sentences 
Verb, person sentences 
Ad, same ad sentences 
Ing, ed sentences 

Organise writing into 
paragraphs - 
introduction and 
conclusion 
Fronted adverbials 
Commas to mark 
them. 
All the W’s 
BOYS sentences 
Causal Conjunctions 
PC sentences 

Fronted adverbials 
Commas to mark 
them. 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun. 
Noun phrases. 
Inverted 
Commas/Direct 
Speech 
Short sentences 
2 ly ending sentences 
Emotion word, 
(comma) sentences 
Ad, same, ad 
sentences. 
Ing, ed sentences. 

Organise writing into 
paragraphs - opening 
and closing/ 
summative. 
Topic paragraphs 
Fronted adverbials 
Commas to mark 
them. 
All the W’s 
BOYS sentences 
PC sentences 
 

Short 
writes 

 Character diaries/ 
descriptions 

 Setting 
descriptions 

 Instructions for to 
go with the 
machines/ 
inventions. 

 Mini explanations 
to put into our 
own ‘Until I met 
Dudley’ style 

 Character diaries/ 
descriptions 

 Setting 
descriptions 

 Short speech 
conversations (i.e. 
only allowed to 4 
pieces of speech in 

 Fictional 
explanations in 
style of Pie 
Corbett 

  i.e. Why is water 
see-through?  Etc. 

 Opening and 
closing 

 Character 
descriptions 

 Short 
conversations 
between two given 
characters. 

 Engaging openings   

 Writing topic 
paragraphs 

 Conclusions/ 
summative 
paragraph 
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books. a section). paragraphs 
Hot Write 
(Independent 
piece) 

Historical 
Narrative based on 
the civil war/ 
Gunpowder Plot 

Explanation text  
(How something 
works) 
- for a machine linked 
to Sound or electricity 
– use of ‘Until I met 
Dudley’ book to 
inspire ideas. 

Fantasy Narrative 
inspired by 
Krindlekrax – link to a 
monster/ being who 
hides in the sewers and 
dark alleys of London. 

Explanation text 
(Explain a process) – 
What is the water 
cycle? 
 
Final writes to go on 
DB Primary website. 

Diary Entry as a 
Roman or Celt – 
provide choices for 
children as to who 
they write their diary 
entry as. 

Non chronological 
Report on an animal  
- include teeth, 
digestion and food 
chains/ webs   

Spelling 
 
 
 

Revisit 
Strategies at the point of writing: Have a go 
 
Rare GPCs 
Revise: 
• The /eɪ/ sound spelt ‘ei’, ‘eigh’, or ‘ey’ 
• The /ʃ/ sound spelt ‘ch’ 
• The /ʌ/ sound spelt ‘ou’ (all from 
Yearr 3) 
 
Word endings: 
Words ending /ure/ (treasure, measure) 
 
Prefixes and Suffixes 
• Prefixes ‘in-’, ‘il-’, ‘im-’ and ‘ir-’ 
• Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to 

words of more than one syllable (‘-ing’, 

‘-en’, ‘-er’, ‘ed’) 
 
Homophones 
peace/piece, main/mane, fair/fare 
 
Apostrophe 
Possessive apostrophe with singular proper 
nouns (Cyprus’s population) 
 
Proofreading 
Teach proofreading strategies 
 
Learning and Practising spellings 

Revisit 
Year 3 rare GPCs 
 
Rare GPCs 
The /g/ sound spelt ‘gu’ 
 
Word endings 
Words ending /tʃə/ spelt ‘ture’ (creature, 
furniture) 

Endings that sound like /ʃən/, spelt ‘-tion’, 
‘-sion’, ‘-ssion’, ‘-cian’ (invention, comprehen- 
sion, expression, magician) 
 
Prefixes and Suffixes Prefixes 
‘anti-’ and ‘inter-’ Suffix ‘-ation’ 
 
Homophones 
scene/seen, male/mail, bawl/ball 
 
Apostrophe 
Revise contractions from Year 2 Possessive 
apostrophe with plurals 
 
Proofreading 
Model how to use various strategies in proof- 
reading, including using a dictionary. 
 
Learning and Practising spellings 
Pupils: 
• Learn selected words taught in new 

Revisit 
Prefixes from Year 3: ‘un-’, ‘dis-’, ‘in-’, ‘re-’, ‘sub-’, 
‘inter-’, ‘super-’, ‘anti-’, ‘auto-’. Focus where needed. 
 
Rare GPCs 
Words with the /s/ sound spelt ‘sc’ (Latin in 0rigin) 
 
Word endings 
Endings that sound like /ʒən/ spelt ‘-sion’ 
(division, confusion) 
 
Prefixes and Suffixes 
Suffix ‘-ly’. Teach the exceptions, for example ‘y’ 
changed to ‘i’, ‘le’ ending changed to ‘ly’, ‘ic’ ending 
changed to ‘-ally’ 
Suffix ‘-ous’ (poisonous, outrageous) 
 
Homophones 
whether/weather, who’s/whose, missed/mist, 
medal/meddle, team/teem 
 
Apostrophe 
Apostrophe for possession, including singular 
and plural 

Revise contractions from Year 2 and plural 
apostrophe rules 
 
Proofreading 
Check writing for misspelt words that are on the 
Years 3 and 4 word list. 
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Pupils: 
• Learn selected words taught in new 

knowledge this term. 

• Learn words from the Years 3 and 4 word 
list. (Suggest an average of 

5 or 6 words each term.) 
• Learn words from personal lists. 
 
Extend the knowledge of spelling strategies 
and apply to high-frequency and cross-
curricular words from the 

Years 3 and 4 word list. 

knowledge this term. 

• Learn words from the Years 3 and 4 word 
list. (Suggest an average of 

5 or 6 words each term.) 
• Learn words from personal lists. 
 
Extend the knowledge of spelling strategies and 
apply to high-frequency and cross-curricular 
words from the 

Years 3 and 4 word list. 
 

 
Learning and Practising spellings 
Pupils: 
• Learn selected words taught in new 

knowledge this term. 

• Learn words from the Years 3 and 4 word 
list. (Suggest an average of 

5 or 6 words each term.) 
• Learn words from personal lists. 
 
Extend the knowledge of spelling strategies and 
apply to high-frequency and cross-curricular 
words from the Years 3 and 4 word list. 
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