
Art Activity 

Landscape – L.S. Lowry 

 
 

Please, stay safe and ask a grown up to supervise you 

Resources/ things you need 

 

• A piece of white paper 

• A pencil  

• Your choice of colouring materials (pencils, 

crayons, or pastels would be best. Avoid 

bright colours). 

• A picture to recreate or background for 

imitate and add too (see next page for more 

ideas) 

What to do 

 

1) Ignore the ‘matchstick men’. Focus on the 

landscape first. 

2) Draw in the buildings in the mid-ground don’t 

worry about detail yet, think about the shapes 

and sizes of the buildings (if you choose a 

different Lowry landscape you may notice it 

has a background too – still start by drawing 

in the midground, outline it and then draw the 

background) 

3) Add the detail and colour to the buildings, 

background, sky, and foreground (still no 

people yet) 

4) Add in any foreground objects (car, 

streetlight, postbox etc.) 

5) Now, using dark colours only, just black is 

fine, draw in the matchstick men. Remember 

the closer to the front the bigger they will 

be, the further back and nearer the mid-

ground the smaller. 

 

Background and the link to learning 

 
L.S. Lowry was an English artist. Much of his artwork 

depict Pendlebury, Lancashire, where he lived and 

worked for most of his life. 

 

Lowry’s landscape scenes are famous for portraying 

industrial life in North West England in the mid-20th 

century. 

 

The paintings contain human figures, often referred 

to as ‘matchstick men’.  

 

He was criticized by some for lack of shadows, and 

weather in his work – calling him a naïve ‘Sunday 

painter’. 

 

Lowry’s work is good for practising drawing/ using 

perspective with clear fore/mid/backgrounds shown 

in his work. 

 

Picture – Coming Home From The Mill  
 

 

Link to other similar activities  

1). Look out your window – what do you see? Can you draw the view showing clearly what is in the foreground, 

midground and background? How does the size of objects affect this?  



2). Copy the landscape below (do you recognise it?). Can you add matchstick men to bring this scene ‘to life’? 

Think about the purpose of the people you are adding – Where are they going? What are they doing? Does 

this affect how they are drawn? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Lowry landscapes: 

3). Have a go with charcoal or pencil creating a 

black & white drawing. 


