
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 14th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I’d like to start by thanking you for your continued support as we have safely welcomed back 
vulnerable children and those of key workers. We are regularly reviewing numbers in classes 
and we are still operating our priority list. 
 
I just wanted to remind you of the measures we have taken to keep everybody safe: 
 
 Please ensure your child is fit and well enough to be in school. If they, or any member 

of your household, display any symptoms of Covid-19 (high temp, persistent cough or loss 
of taste and smell) your child should not be in school. The family need to isolate and 
arrange for a Covid-19 test for the symptomatic person. Please contact the school so we 
can update our track and trace records. If a negative test result is received your child can 
return to school. 

 If a member of staff or child in one of our bubbles displays symptoms of COVID-19 they 
will be isolated and sent home immediately to arrange for a Covid-19 test. 

 If anyone at school tests positive we will work with the DfE and West Berkshire to agree 
the course of action. As part of this process we will inform all close contacts and advise 
that they must isolate for 10 days from their last contact with the positive case. We will 
also inform the school community that we have had a positive case. 

 On a daily basis, Paynesdown Road, Herons Way and Lower Way gates will be open. 
I understand that our Park and Stride car park is currently closed. In the morning only, 
you may use a kiss and drop system at the junior school. This means that the Herons 
Way gate will be open. You may drive in drop your child safely at the roundabout and then 
immediately leave. Please continue to park considerately around the school and 
don’t block drives and garages. 

 To reduce the number of people on site we ask that if your child is accompanied to school 
it is by one adult only. If you have to bring younger siblings onto site they must be kept 
under control at all times.  

 We ask you all to continue to wear a mask and observe 2m social distancing and not 
to go into classrooms or to stay longer than is absolutely necessary.  

 Nobody must play on any of the play equipment or on the field before or after school. 
 Children will continue to enter their class through their classroom door.  
 Children still need to wear school uniform. We have increased the ventilation to 

classrooms so you might like to provide your child with some extra layers of clothing. 
 Children will need a PE kit daily. This should be left in school.  
 Your child should also have a named water bottle with water in it daily.   
 Regular handwashing is fundamental to our risk assessment. Every classroom has a 

sink and soap and children will be asked to wash their hands throughout the day (when 
they come in, before play, after play, before lunch, after lunch and before going home). 
Please do not provide hand sanitizer for your children. In order to kill the virus it has to 
contain at least 60% alcohol which makes it highly flammable.  
 



 
 

 Our cleaning team are functioning as usual and staff continue to do additional cleaning 
during the school day.  

 There are still hot school dinners daily.  
 Twilight club is currently open and there are spaces. There is more information on our 

website. Please contact Mrs Uphill, our Twilight manager, if you have any queries or would 
like to book a space. 

 Year group bubbles will not mix. They will have separate areas to play at breaktime and 
lunchtime and staff will clearly explain to the children where they can play.  

 
I appreciate that this looks like an enormous list of don’t do this and don’t do that. We will aim 
to make the school experience as enjoyable as we can. The team at Parsons Down care 
deeply about your children and the measures we have put in place are there to keep everybody 
safe. However, I do have to be honest and say that whilst we will encourage social distancing 
we are a primary school setting and I cannot guarantee social distancing at all times. The 
risk assessment that we have written, and the way that we have set up the school, is to 
minimise the risk, but I cannot eradicate the risk.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Mrs. Catherine Bull  
Headteacher  
Parsons Down Partnership of Schools 


